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CEDAR RAPIDS CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION (CRCRC) 
MEETING MINUTES 

September 7, 2021 5:30 p.m. 
Civil Rights Commission 

50 2nd Avenue Bridge 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

 
 
Commissioners Present: Julia Freeman 
    Cierra Roquette 
    Scott Schipper 

Linda Topinka 
 
Staff Present: Stefanie Munsterman-Scriven 
 Kelly Hemmer, Senior Administrative Assistant 
 
I. Call to Order 

Commissioner Topinka called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call/Introductions 
Commissioners and staff introduced themselves.  
 

III. Public Response 
No public response. 

 
IV. Action Item 

Discussion and possible vote regarding a Commission initiated complaint 
Munsterman-Scriven stated the Commission was recently alerted to incidents of alleged 
discrimination for reasons related to race and national origin in the area of housing, in violation of 
CRMC Chapter 69.  
 
Parties contacted the Commission because they were refused the opportunity to purchase a 
home based on their national origin and race. The Respondent declared they would not sell to 
anyone from West Africa or South America.  
 
Munsterman-Scriven stated the Commission is serving as the Complainant as neither aggrieved 
party wants to serve as the Complainant. Munsterman-Scriven stated she has spoked with HUD 
and the city attorney’s office. HUD has recommended moving forward with the complaint with 
the Commission listed as the Complainant. 
 
Commissioner Freeman highlighted that the complaint is against a private homeowner that is 
selling their home without a realtor. Munsterman-Scriven stated that since the complaint is 
against a homeowner, it complaint falls under the advertising section of the Fair Housing Act.  
 
Commissioner Schipper asked what next steps would be. Munsterman-Scriven stated a 
notification letter would be sent to the property owner. Stated the Commission is hoping the 
case would go straight to mediation which is why she contacted the city attorney’s office. If the 
parties choose not to mediate, the complaint would move into the investigation phase. Stated 
that if the Commission approves to move forward, aggrieved parties would complete a damages 
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worksheet, which outlines what harm came to them and what issues they may have come across 
since they were unable to buy the house. 
 
Commissioner Topinka asked what the notification letter to the homeowner would include. 
Munsterman-Scriven stated the letter outlines the allegations, asks specific questions, and asks 
for documentation and responses related to the complaint. Stated the letter also includes 
information about mediation. 
 
Commissioner Freeman asked for clarification on the difference between complainants and 
aggrieved parties. Munsterman-Scriven stated the aggrieved parties are interested in 
participating in the investigation but there is some fear on their part about being the person 
bringing forth the complaint. Stated aggrieved parties can still get relief and receive damages. 
 
Commissioner Freeman moved to proceed with the Commission initiated complaint and 
Commissioner Roquette seconded. The motion was unanimously approved. 
 

V. Adjournment 
Commissioner Freeman moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:54 p.m. Commissioner Topinka 
seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved, with no discussion. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Kelly Hemmer 
 
 


